When it's mosquito season
it’s West Nile virus season.

The risk for horses continues Lh!'i_:u-;'_;;; wout the

nery

West Nile virus (WNV) is a costly and deadly disease that
attacks the central nervous system of infected horses. Thanks in
part to vaccination, incidence of WNV has dropped from more
than 15,000 equine cases in 2002 to 468 cases in 2007.*

Treatment for horses infected with WNV is involved and
expensive, often including:’

* Anti-inflammatory drugs

» Tranquilization and sedation
* Antibiotics for wounds

* Oral and IV fluid therapy

» Slinging

How WNYV spreads.

* Mosquitoes are infected after feeding on the blood of
infected birds.

* Mosquitoes pass the virus to other birds and other animals,
including horses and humans.
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Commeon signs of equine WNV infection.**

* Incoordination and stumbling

* Depression

* Excitability

* Muscle trembling

* Fever

* Death (about '/ of infected horses die)

What you can do to prevent WNV infection.

1. One of the most effective ways to
prevent WNV infection in your
horse is to reduce populations of
adult mosquitoes throughout the
season. This can involve using
approved insecticides and
eliminating standing water in
mosquito-breeding areas.

2. Vaccinate your horse at the beginning of mosquito season.

If you have any questions about West Nile virus
vaccination for your horse, contact your veterinarian.
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